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January 7, 2007 
“When They Saw the Star”

Matthew 2:10

One Christmas morning very early, way before dawn, a little boy bounded into his parents’ bedroom shouting, “I saw it!  I saw it!”  Oh boy, they thought, little Johnny already saw the bicycle that they stayed up half the night putting together.  He took his bleary-eyed father by the hand and pulled him toward the family room, walking past the tree, oblivious of the gifts, he looked out the window, and pointing to the sky he said, “There it is!  I saw it!  There’s the star”


The star is commonly associated with the nativity and it is generally acknowledged that it was a star that guided the magi to the Christ child.  It appears that the star shone for nearly two years, no doubt first appearing when Jesus was born and continued to guide the magi to the place/house where Jesus was.  We are told that when the saw the star, they rejoiced “with exceeding great joy.”


Today is Epiphany Sunday on the liturgical calendar.  It is the official end of the “Christmas” season and commemorates the arrival of the wise men from the east to worship the new king of the Jews.  The Biblical story is familiar.  The application of the story is something we want to consider this morning.

I. The star had a special meaning in the biblical context.

A. It had an astronomical significance.

1. Some have suggested that the star was really an allignment of planets that looked like a huge star.

2. Some have suggested it could have been a super nova or a comet.

Ampl. - God could easily have used natural phenomena to herald Jesus’ birth to the wise men.

B. It had a supernatural significance.

1. It could have been a specially created star to signify a great event.

2. It could have been any number of supernatural phenomena to have the effect that it did.

Ampl. - The magi were learned astronomers who saw some significance in the middle eastern skies.  They believed it to be an announcement of a significant event.

II. The star served a practical purpose for the magi.

A. It guided the magi on their journey.

1. God used such things to guide His people in biblical history.



Ampl. - The pillar of cloud and pillar of fire, for example.

2. The wise men followed the star from a great distance.

a. They saw his star in the east (2:2)

b. The star they saw in the east went ahead of them (2:9)

B. It pointed the wise men to Jesus.

1. Its purpose was to help the wise men find Jesus.



Ampl. - Probably the first Global Positioning System.

2. It stopped over the place where the child was (2:9)

III.   The star has an application for us contemporary Christians.


A.    Now, we are the light that points people to Jesus (Matthew 5:14-16)  “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”



1.  Genuine light cannot be hid.



2.  Shining our light before men helps them to praise God.

B.  Now, we shine like stars in the universe (Phil. 2:14-15).

“Do everything without complaining or arguing,  so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe . . .”

1.  We are to become blameless and pure.

2.  We are to shine in the darkness of a crooked and depraved generation.

CONCLUSION - How?  Over the next five weeks we’re going to talk about how we can shine like stars in the universe.  What does it take to be that kind of person that is blameless and pure, without fault?

Today we celebrate that the light has come and shone in the darkness, even though the darkness did not comprehend Him.  We have been committed with the ministry of reconciliation as ambassadors of Christ.

Praise be to God!
