March 4, 2007

“Take The Plunge”
Matthew 3:1-11
___________________________________________________
I. John’s baptism – preparation

· John’s message was based on repentance

· Presumes a change in behavior

· “Brood of vipers”

· People confessed their sins and were baptized
· Water baptism demonstrated the beginning of the spiritual process

· Needs to begin with a radical change in one’s life

· Should be a demonstration of humility and willingness to turn from sin
II. Holy Spirit baptism – transformation

· The Holy Spirit changes us inwardly.

· In contrast to water baptism which is a sign of an outward commitment.

· He changes our attitude which leads to a changed life.
· The Holy Spirit has been sent to live within every believer.
· Jesus provides forgiveness of sin through His blood.

· He provides power to live for Him through the Holy Spirit.

· 1 John 4:13, “We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.”

