September 23, 2007

“What God Deserves”

Malachi 1:6-14
_________________________________________________

I. Reveals our attitude towards God.

• It needs to be a priority.
   -Other things can take precedence
   -We need to put God first

• We need to be interested in what pleases God.
   -Our lives should seek to please Him.
   -What we offer ought to be of the best quality.

II. Justification for doing less

• Expediency
   -Just getting by
   -Giving God what is left over

 • Attitude

   -No-care attitude

   -Ministry abuses

• Comparison

   -With other people or ministries

   -Succumb to a lower standard

III. Cost of service

• Sacrifice is expected
   -Hard work takes more effort
   -Faithful in little things
   -Diligence rather than being “at ease.”

• Stewardship is a discipline
   -Involves our total being and resources
   -Unfaithful stewards in the Bible
