February 11, 2007

SHINE Like Stars – Embrace a Giving Lifestyle
________________________________________
I.      God has given them the grace to give (1-3)
       ·  There came overflowing joy out of trial
             - Macedonians experienced much persecution
             - They had joy from the blessings of the gospel
       · There welled up generosity out of poverty
             -They gave beyond their ability
             -Even though they were extremely poor

II.    They pleaded for the privilege of sharing in service (4-5)
       · They gave themselves first to the Lord
             -True giving is giving oneself to the Lord
             -Romans 12: 1-2, "...offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God..."
       · Then to the aposteles and their work
             -The kingdom spreads through cooperation
             -Church can get more done working together

III.   There is an example to be followed (6-9)
       · The act of Grace needs to be brought to completion
             -Excel in faith
             -Excel in speach
             -Excel in knowledge
             -Excel in earnestness
             -Excel in love
             -Excel in the grace of giving
       · The comparison tests its sincerity
             -Compared to the earnestness of others
             -Compared to the Lord Jesus Christ
                ·Though He was rich, He became poor, for our sakes
               ·So that through His poverty, we might become rich
