October 21, 2007

“Selfish Service”

Malachi 3:13-18

________________________________________

I. Harsh things spoken

•"It is futile to serve the Lord"
   -Expectations were not met
     • Not sensing the reward of serving
     • Seeing service as mere duty and obligation
   -Needed to be right with God
     • Right attitude - reverence and respect
     • Right heart - humility, attitude of worship, out of obedience

•"What did we gain, or What's in it for me?"
   -Look at all we did
     • Carrying out His requirements
     • Going about like mourners
   -Look at all the others
     • The arrogant are blessed
     • Evildoers prosper
     • Those who challenge God escape


II. The Lord listens and hears

•The Lord listened to those who feared Him
   -He remembered them
   -They honored His name

• There is a distinction between the righteous and the wicked
   -The righteous are His
     • Treasured possession
     • They will be spared
   -The wicked will not be spared
