October 14, 2007

"Don't Rob God"
Malachi 3:8-12

________________________________________________

I. God's Plan

•Bring the whole tithe
   -Average: 3%
   
•Into the storehouse
   -Where you are fed vs. other ministries

•That there might be food in My house
   -Assures that resources are available

II. God's Promise

•Test Me in this
   -Gives us a chance to trust God

•I will pour out a blessing
   -So much we will not have room for it
   
•Prevention
   -Prevent pests from devouring resources

III. God's principle

•Proportionately
   -A percentage of our income
       • 1 Corinthians 16:2, "On the first day of every week, each one of you should
          set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.
   
•Purposefully
   -Set it aside
        • 1 Corinthians 16:2, "On the first day of every week, each one of
          you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.

•Generously
   -Sparingly or generously
   -An attitude of the heart
        • 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, "Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
          reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
          Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly
          or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
