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S.H.I.N.E Like Stars – “Nurture Healthy Relationships”
Genesis 4:1-9
___________________________________________________________
I. Unhealthy relationships are steeped in self-centeredness

· Adam and Eve selfishly disobeyed God.

· They had an appetite for the forbidden.

· They were persuaded by Satan’s lies.

· Cain selfishly retaliated against Abel.

· God rejected Cain’s sacrifice while accepting Abel’s

· Cain was very angry and downcast.

II. Unhealthy relationships demand individual rights.

· Demanding rights produces division.

· Give preference over ourselves.

· Don’t think more highly of ourselves than we ought.

· Pitting rights against another results in envy.

· Cain felt acceptance was his right.

· His envy led to hatred and murder

III. Unhealthy relationships neglect true brotherhood

· Who are our brothers?
· Anyone who has some relationship to us

· The closer the relationship, the greater our responsibility.

· Am I my brother’s keeper?

· Cain responded this way to God’s question.

· We have a responsibility to our brother

