November 4, 2007

“Loving God”

Luke 10:25-37

_____________________________________________________________

I. The attitude of loving God
• Live Him passionately
      • "...With all your heart"
  -Heart symbolizes emotions
      • Laughing, weeping, shouting, etc.
  - Whole heart symbolizes exclusiveness
      • Nothing get in the way
      • First and foremost loyalty

• Love Him personally
      • "...With all your soul"
  - Soul symbolizes identity
      • Personality
      • Temperament
  -Whole soul symbolizes intimacy 
      • Deepest level of intimacy
      • Hold nothing back

• Love Him expressively
      • "...With all your strength"
  - Demonstrated
  -Whole strength implies lengths to which one will go
      • Jesus demonstrated His love for us
     
• Love Him intelligently
      • "...With all your mind"
  - Truth balances our emotions
      • Feelings governed by facts
      • Experience cannot take priority over the Bible
  -Devotion is guided by Scripture 
      • The whole of Scripture keeps things in perspective
      • Both vertical and horizontal
         - Not neglecting family
         - Loving others

II. The action of loving others
• Understanding in loving others
      • We really cannot love others if we do not have a healthy love for ourselves.
  - Prevent self-love from being selfish love
  - Caring for self 
      • Meet our needs
      • Heal our hurts

• Affections in loving others
  - What kind of man had been robbed?
      • His worth?
      • His qualities?
  -What kind of response did the Samaritan have? 
      • Compassion
      • Unconditional

• Action in loving others
  - The Samaritan did something
      • Bandaged his wounds
      • Took care of him
  -Love requires us to do something 

• Cost to loving others
  - Time
  - Money
