November 11, 2007

“To Whom Honor Is Due”

Romans 13:1-7

_____________________________________________________________

I. The debt of loyalty

• We are obligated for financial support
   - We are to pay taxes
      • Luke 20:22-25
   - We are to supply revenue
      
• Leaders deserve our favor
   - We are to respect them
      • Even when they lack qualities
      • An indicator of the character of the one showing respect
   - We are to honor them 
      • Deserve honor because of the office
      • Their duties elicit honor from us


II. The reason for loyalty

• Government is an ordinance of God
   - There is no authority except from God
      • Proverbs 8:15-16
          15By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just;
        16by me princes govern, and all nobles who rule on earth.
   - Authorities are appointed by God

• Rulers are ministers of God
  - They are to bring about good
      • Only the evil need to fear
      • Doing good elicits praise
  - We are subject for conscience sake
      • Fear doesn't motivate us
      • Do what we ought out of a good conscience
