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“A New Beginning – Learning From Failure”

Exodus 2:11-15
______________________________________
I. Moses failed in similar ways as we do.
    By taking God's work in our own hands
     - Moses: took up the cause of the Hebrew slave
     - We force the issue:
        • Jobs, promotions, etc.
        • Spouse or child decisions
        • Etc.

     By getting ahead of God's timing
     - Moses: desired for the Hebrews to be free
     - We don't like waiting for God to do things
        • "In His Time"
        • We want the answer now!
        • Sometimes He says, "Wait a while."
    By trying to cover up sin
     - Moses: saw no one; killed the Egyptian; buried him in the sand.
        • Looked to the right and the left, but not up.
        • A Hebrew saw it and the word got out
        • Pharoah found out and tried to kill Moses
     - We try to cover up our sins.
        • Numbers 32:23, "...and be sure your sin will find you out."
   
II. We need to learn the lessons that Moses learned.
    Humility
    - Moses: once a prince, now a stranger
        • Leader potential, now shepherding sheep
        • Received a desert education:
            - Shepherd
            - Servant
            - Stranger
    - Failures remind us of our inadequacies
       • Best human talent can bomb
       • Availabilities rather than abilities

    Reliance upon God
     - Moses: concern for the plight of his people
        • Time to think
        • Singled out by God (Ex. 3:7-8a)
     - We should continue to be concerned
        • God gives us passion - don't give up!
           - Never give up because of obstacles or failure
           - Let God work through us

    Obedience
    - Moses: every excuse to avoid God's call
        • He finally agreed
        • God DID use him
    - We need to let God use us again and again
        • S - stuck
        • T - try
        • A - attitude
        • L - live
        • L - learn
