May 27, 2007
“A New Beginning-Peter’s Pain of Failure”

John 18, 21 and Acts 2
_____________________________________________
I. Peter Denied the Lord.
    • His failure was out of character.
       - Intended to follow Jesus at any cost
       - No one is exempt from experiencing failure
    • He hit "rock bottom". 
       - He denied Jesus three times
       - He went out and wept bitterly (Luke 22:62)
        
II. Peter decided to move on.
    • His reaction to the resurrection
      - He ran into the empty tomb 
      - He was present at the appearances of Jesus  
    • He decided to go fishing.
      - Possibly his "comfort zone"
      - He came full circle
            • Fishing when Jesus called him
            • Fishing when Jesus restored him

III. Peter declared the Gospel.
   • He preached on the Day of Pentecost.
      - Proclaimed they had crucified Jesus
      - Proclaimed God made Jesus to be Lord and Christ
   • The people responded.
      - They were cut to the quick
      - They asked what to do
            • Repent and be baptized
            • Receive the Holy Spirit
