March 25, 2007

"Step Out of the Boat"
Matthew 14: 22-33

__________________________________________________

I. Four issues that confront us

• Fear will keep us from taking risks
    - Eleven disciples did not walk on water.
    - Fear resultss in a distorted view of reality
        · Impossibility
        · Failure
• Feelings deceive us to make impulsive decisions
   - Peter's idea of proving Jesus' identity
   - Peter's words committed him.
• Our focus can interfere with proper priorities
   - Focus on Jesus-walk on water
   - Focus on wind-sink!
• Faith gives us opportunity to step out of the boat
   - It took absolute faith to step out of the boat.
   - Acknowledge who Jesus is (enhances our faith)

II. Four steps we need to take

• Identify our boat
   - Sense of security
      · Relationships, success, job, habits, lifestyles, etc.
   - Attitude of complacency
• Move towards Jesus
   - Peter walked toward Jesus on the water
   - Our goal to be as close to Jesus as possible
• Take a chance
   - The epitome of exercising faith
   - Using our gifts is a risk worth taking
• Trust Christ
   - Jesus never called anyone to sink!
   - Jesus calls us to thrive, not necessarily to survive.

Jesus is looking for people who will get out of the boat.
