December 17, 2006
“It’s Just Not Convenient”

Matthew 1:18-19
_____________________________________________________
I. Christ's birth was inconvenient
· It interfered with Mary and Joseph's plans 
             - Mary became pregnant out of wedlock.

             - Joseph was going to quietly "divorce" her. 

· It was complicated by the mandatory census
             - Required travel to their city of origin

             - Travel was particularly difficult

· Approximately 70 miles

· Hilly terrain

· Mostly on foot

· There was a shortage of amenities
             - Lacked the comfort of home

             - No room in the Bethlehem Inn!

II. The Christian life is inconvenient
· We are called upon to deny ourselves.
Matthew 16:24, "Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me."

· "Conveniences" from Matthew 10:
             - 10:16, sent like sheep among wolves

             - 10:17, men will hand you over to the officials and flog you in the synagogues

             - 10:18, brought before governors and kings

             - 10:21, brother will betray brother to death

             - 10:22, brother will betray brother to death

             - 10:23, when persecuted, flee to another place

· We are to give preference to others
Romans 12:10, "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves."
             - Respect and honor each other
 
             - Strive to get along 

·   We are to care for each other
             - Requires effort to get involved

             - Help others grow in their faith
