INTRODUCTION

James 2:14-17

14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  

Isaiah 58: 6-7

6 Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
       to loose the chains of injustice 
       and untie the cords of the yoke, 
       to set the oppressed free 
       and break every yoke? 

 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
       and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
       when you see the naked, to clothe him, 
       and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  Isaiah 58:6-7

I. We are to minister to the needs of others

· Those who do are rewarded 

- Give the hungry something to eat


- Give the thirsty something to drink


- Invite the stranger in


- Clothe the needy


- Look after the sick


- Visit those in prison

· Those who do not are punished 
"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me." Matthew 25:34-36   

II. We are doing unto Him when we minister to others' needs

· God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. Hebrews 6:10

· Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men,  because you know that the Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free.  Ephesians 6:7-8
III. We are vulnerable when we minister to others' needs

· There are risks involved 

- Tangible price


- Intangible price


   . Time


   . Inconvenience

         . Being taken advantage of

· There are blessings to be received 

-Helping others feels good

      -Takes attention off our own problems
