February 18, 2007

“Amazing Grace”
1 Timothy 1:12-17
_______________________________________________________________________
I.      Amazing grace is "saving grace".
           •There is the contrast of the condition of the saved
                  - Our condition was wretched
                  - We were lost but now found
                  - We are blind but now see
           • There is liberation from what enslaved us
                  -That which enslaves us often blinds us
                      . At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and
                       pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. Titus 3:3
                  -When our eyes are opened to injustice we repudiate it.
                     . Forms of modern slavery

II.    Amazing grace is "justifying grace".
           • Grace brought us to the realization of our need
                 -Without grace we wouldn't know we were lost
                 -Grace saved us from the power of having our need met
           • Grace brought us to the position of having our need met
                 -Our position: "Just-if-I'd" never sinned
                   . 5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
                     the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
                     Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of
                     eternal life.   Titus 3:5-7

III.   Amazing grace is "maturing grace".
          • We grow through the experiences of life.
                 -We have been through dangers and toils.
                 -Grace is what brought us through safely
          
          • Grace is God's way of growing us into Christ's likeness
                 -The goal is to be conformed to the image of Christ
                 -Disciplines of lie are what matures us

IV.   Amazing grace is "maturing grace".
          • God's grace never ends.
                -It encourages us to go through life
                -It gets us through life and death
          
          • Eternity is the unfathomable forever.
                -It is beyond comprehending
                -It is more than we will ever understand
